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Communication
It's extremely important for all players to be on the same page in terms of communication and vocabulary or else there could be confusion that results in lost opportunities or goals against.
An example of this could be a ball being played in between a goalkeeper and a defender.  In the example below, the ball has gone over the defenders head, so the defender is running toward the goal he is defending and an opponent is also chasing the ball down.

The keeper will have a couple of options in this situation.  If the keeper decides he can win the ball, he will come out and call “keeper”.  This call tells his team-mates that he intends to win the ball and they should not touch it and should get out of his way.  If the keeper wants the ball passed back to him, he should call “back” which means to pass the ball back (but away from the goal).  If the keeper wants the ball played away from the goal (either down field or out of bounds) the keeper should call “away”.  If the keeper wants the back to keep the ball and turn with it, he should call “turn”
If all of the players aren't using the same language this could result in confusion.  For example, if the keeper calls “keeper” and the back decides to pass the ball back, this could very easily result in a corner kick or a goal allowed.
Another example of when communication is important is when a ball is played into a target players feet.  In the diagram below, the keeper plays the ball into the feet of the target player who has a player marking him.
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In this example, the keeper (or a team-mate) should call one of three things.  If they want the ball passed back, the call should be “back”.  If the decision is made for the target player to keep possession of the ball and wait for support, the call should be “hold”.  If the decision is made for the target player to turn and go forward, the call should be “turn”.  If players call the wrong thing, or if they don't call anything at all, a target player might turn directly into the opponent, or play the ball back when the opportunity to turn is there.
There are other situations such as the overlapping run (how many times have you seen an overlapping run made and the pass is hit to early to the runner either because of a lack of communication or poor communication?).  I am recommending that all teams make sure everyone on the team is on the same page in terms of communication.  Establish a set of key words that everyone knows.  Write them down and hand them out to all your team.  Many coaches assume that everyone will know the same words but if they never discuss it, it's too easy for mistakes to be made on the field.
	



