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Using Width In A 4-3-3
Some coaches use width in a 4-3-3 by having two midfielders play wide.

The problem with this is it forces the centre midfielder to cover a great deal of space and in many cases, it is unrealistic for one player to be able to cover that entire centre area.

An alternative (and in my opinion, more effective way) to use width in a 4-3-3 is to have the three midfielders play more centrally (in a triangle) and the outside backs provide the width coming forward.
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The danger in having the full-backs provide the width in the attack is making sure there is coverage for these players for when they do go forward.  If both full-backs go forward at the same time, this leaves only two players back unless one, or more, of the centre backs provide coverage.
It's extremely difficult to defend against teams that attack using their backs to provide width because of the lack of defensive assignments for these players coming out of the back.  If a team spends a good deal of time training in this type of a system, it will all numbers going forward, well rounded players (defenders who can attack and midfielders and forwards accustomed to providing coverage) and is also a fun system to watch.
	



