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Winning Vs Playing Good Football
I definitely believe you can play nice, attacking football and win. However, the question is, whether it's appropriate to play ugly football in order to increase your chances of winning as opposed to playing a more attractive style knowing the more attractive style might lessen the “success” short term.
In relation to my views on this issue, it's also important to acknowledge that what is attractive to some, might not be to others.  While some people like a style that encourages lot's of attacking and risk taking, others might see good defensive shape and safe possession as being more attractive.  However, at some point, most coaches have to make the decision about changing things in order to get a result.
I do think the ages and level of play do matter tremendously in these types of decisions.  For example, if in the UEFA Champions League finals, is at acceptable to do whatever it takes (within the laws of the game) to win?  I would say yes.  If it is in the U10 competition, is it just as acceptable?  I would say no.
A lot of youth coaches feel a great deal of pressure to win, even if it's at the expense of long term development  The pressure comes from a number of different areas.  First, whether most will admit it or not, it comes from within.  People perceive winning with success (even though that is not always the case) so if they don't win, they must have failed (in their own mind).  Another place pressure comes is job security.  Coaches feel that if they don't win, they will either lose their job, or not get any more teams to coach.  Lastly, there is the fear if their team doesn't win, they will lose players to opposition teams and clubs.
The question is, by worrying about winning short term, are our young teams losing out long term?  If a team puts a couple of fast players up front and keeps everyone else back to defend with the idea of playing everything long for the fast players to run down.  This can be an extremely effective way to win short term but eventually, when you start playing against teams that are as fast (if not faster) in back, the attack fails and without having developed other skills, the team quickly changes from one that wins most of their games to one that loses most of their games.
Each coach might have a different view regarding when it's appropriate to play for the win as opposed to when it's acceptable to keep the emphasis on development.
Here a couple of questions I wish to pose to all youth coaches:

  
1. Is there a certain point where winning should be emphasised or should it always be emphasised; and

2. Is short term winning important to long term development or does it work against it? 

You don't have to answer these specific questions, rather I would like to hear coaches views on the general issues of short term winning, long term development and how they work together.  
	



